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ANTARCTIC TREATY (Washington D.C., 1959)

Art. I: Antarctica shall be used for peaceful purposes only.

Art. II: Freedom of scientific investigation in Antarctica and 
cooperation toward that end… shall continue.

Art. III: Scientific observations and results from Antarctica 
shall be exchanged and made freely available.

Art. IV: No acts or activities taking place while the present 
Treaty is in force shall constitute a basis for asserting, 
supporting or denying a claim to territorial sovereignty in 
Antarctica or create any rights of sovereignty in Antarctica. 
No new claim, or enlargement of an existing claim to 
territorial sovereignty in Antarctica shall be asserted while 
the present Treaty is in force.

















1825 Treaty between Russia and Britain 
(the United States took on Russia’s treaty rights when it purchased 
Alaska in 1867; Canada acquired Britain’s rights in 1880)

French authentic text: 

La ligne de démarcation suivra la crête des montagnes situées 
parallèlement à la Côte, jusqu’au point d’intersection du 141e degré 
de longitude Ouest (même Méridien) ; et, finalement, du dit point 
d’intersection, la même ligne méridienne du 141e degré formera, 
dans son prolongement jusqu’à la mer Glaciale, la limite entre 
les Possessions Russes et Britanniques sur le Continent de 
l’Amérique du Nord-Ouest.



1867 Treaty concerning the Cession of the Russian Possessions 
in North America (selling of Alaska):

[T]he said meridian line of the 141st degree, in its prolongation as 
far as the Frozen Ocean.

(English translation of the French 1825 Treaty’s passage in an 
equally authentic text)











RUSSIAN
FEDERATION

Submission made in 
2001; revised in 2015;
further revised in 
2023.  

CLCS Rec. 2023.



NORWAY 

Submission made in 
2006.

CLCS Rec. 2009.



DENMARK
(Northern continental 
shelf of Greenland 
2014)

Submission awaiting 
consideration. 





CANADA 
(Arctic Ocean) 

Submission made in 
2019. 

Revised in 2021. 

Awaiting 
consideration. 



The seafloor of the central 
Arctic Ocean includes four 
ridge-like structures:
▪ Gakkel Ridge
▪ Lomonosov Ridge
▪ Alpha Ridge
▪ Mendeleev Ridge

U.S. : 
“The Lomonosov Ridge is a 
free-standing feature in the 
deep, oceanic part of the Arctic 
Ocean Basin, and not a natural 
component of the continental 
margins of either Russia or any 
other State”





UNCLOS Part VI (Continental shelf) and ANNEX II to UNCLOS 
(CLCS) refer to “coastal States”, not to “States Parties”.



ARCTIC STRAITS



Voyage of the SS Manhattan (1969)





Lancaster SoundMcClure Strait



Royal Princess Islands



1988 Arctic Cooperation Agreement
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